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Global leadership

From coast-to-coast and across the globe, NBAA
events highlight industry’s importance

B
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usiness aviation offers the unparalleled ability to link communities and companies around the world, connecting companies and clients throughout North America, Europe, and the Asia-Pacific. The value proposition offered by our industry in an increasingly competitive business environment is truly the same across all
regions, regardless of whether you call Shanghai, Stuttgart, or San Francisco home.

Every year, the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) engages with global industry stakeholders by hosting
and co-hosting a series of worldwide conferences and conventions highlighting this vital industry’s numerous contributions to communities around the globe.
In addition to showcasing the latest aircraft, products, and services available to support business aviation operations, these events also provide an important opportunity to engage with influential national and international
officials about the latest issues affecting our industry, while also demonstrating the size and strength of the global
business aviation community.
As one example, NBAA’s enormously successful 2015 Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (NBAA2015) featured strong participation and enthusiasm from exhibitors and attendees alike. Our industry’s largest event once
again showcased the size and significance of the business aviation community, as well as the passion and professionalism of its people.
Held last November in Las Vegas, NV, NBAA2015 featured more than 1,100 exhibitors, and more than 27,000 attendees representing all 50 US states, and 96 countries. Approximately 100 aircraft were displayed throughout the event
inside the Las Vegas Convention Center, and at a sold-out static display at nearby Henderson Executive Airport
(HND).

A crowded Opening General Session kicked off the show, featuring leaders from government including Oklahoma
Gov. Mary Fallin and FAA Administrator Michael Huerta. Other speakers included Mark Baker, president and CEO of
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and acclaimed singer, songwriter, and pilot Dierks Bentley.
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A well-attended, second-day Opening Session on Nov. 18 featured aviation leaders and legends, including ‘Miracle
on the Hudson’ hero-pilot, Captain Chesley ‘Sully’ Sullenberger, and the presentation of NBAA’s Meritorious Service
to Aviation Award to Joe Clark, the inventor of winglet technology.
Safety was also in focus throughout NBAA2015. In addition to the annual Single Pilot Safety Standdown held prior
to the event’s Opening Day, NBAA2015 also hosted an inaugural National Safety Forum that brought together top
government and industry leaders to discuss and address the principal safety issues confronting business aircraft
operators.
A full roster of education sessions, held throughout the week, as well as sessions on the future of aviation, and on
unmanned aircraft systems, held in NBAA’s ‘Innovation Zone’ on the exhibit floor. New events devoted to attracting

NBBA is focused on ensuring the ongoing growth
of this vital industry across continents, and around
the world

and retaining young talent to business aviation, including an education session on creating internships in business
aviation, as well as a session about how to identify and support the next generation of business aviation leaders,
and a Careers in Business Aviation Day and a young professionals networking event.
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NBAA’s 2015 convention was truly a memorable event that showcased our industry’s vitality and relevance, and we
are already are looking forward to the 2016 convention in Orlando, FL, from Nov. 1 to 3, 2016.
Regional gatherings bring NBAA’s messages to smaller communities
Of course, business and other obligations sometimes mean that it isn’t always possible to travel to NBAA’s annual
convention. Each year, NBAA hosts three Regional Forums at some of the most accessible airports and FBOs across
the country, bringing many of the features and benefits of NBAA’s larger events – including educational sessions,
influential speakers, and aircraft static displays – to venues closer to home.
These events bring together local business aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, customers and other business
aviation professionals to share knowledge, discuss issues affecting the region, and learn how business aviation can
help companies succeed.
Already this year, NBAA hosted an extremely successful Regional Forum in West Palm Beach, FL that set an attendance record for NBAA’s South Florida forums. That event, held in late January, established an impressive precedent
for NBAA’s other regional forums for 2016, scheduled for June 9 in Van Nuys, CA and September 15 in White Plains,
NY.
Perhaps most importantly, NBAA’s regional forums also provide a local venue for aviation professionals to network
and expand their knowledge about specific airport policies, environmental protocols, safety and security proposals,
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taxation, risks and regulations. They also serve to underscore the importance of business aviation to local leaders in
business and government, as it positively impacts communities by aiding companies in efficiently performing dayto-day operations, generating new jobs and spurring economic activity and local investment.
International events showcase the strength of business aviation
Business aviation’s vital contributions to companies and communities of all sizes will also be shared at two upcoming international events, the 2016 Asian Business Aviation Conference & Exhibition (ABACE2016) and the 2016 European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2016).
Coming to Shanghai Hongqiao International Airport from April 12-14, 2016, ABACE2016 is the largest event dedicated to showcasing business aviation’s impact throughout China and the Asia-Pacific region.
Last year’s ABACE featured an unprecedented number of exhibitors from across China and the Asia-Pacific, in addition to companies from around the world that traveled to Shanghai to demonstrate exciting products and valuable
services to the expanding market for business aviation throughout the Asia-Pacific.
A number of indicators point to this year’s event surpassing this impressive performance, drawing Exhibitors and
attendees from throughout the Asia-Pacific region and around the world. Available exhibit space at host facility
Shanghai Hawker Pacific Business Aviation Service Centre has been expanded for to accommodate more Exhibit
booths and Pavilions, as well as an anticipated increase in the number of attendees throughout the three-day event.
ABACE2016 will also offer an expanded static display area showcasing the unprecedented range of business aircraft
models suited for a wide variety of specific roles and missions. Approximately 40 fixed-wing aircraft and rotorcraft
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will be on display, ranging from single-engine piston aircraft, to large-cabin intercontinental business jets, and even
helicopters.
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As in past years, the show’s Opening General Session will include discussions about the importance of business aviation and the policy positions that help facilitate access to airports and airspace. Dr. Fang Liu, Secretary General of
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), recently accepted an invitation to serve as a keynote speaker
for the 2016 edition of the Asian Business Aviation Conference and Exhibition (ABACE2016).
The first woman to be appointed to the position of ICAO Secretary General, Dr. Liu came to ICAO following a 20-year
career with the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) where she was responsible for numerous aspects of
China’s international air transport policy. Her participation at ABACE continues a tradition of high-level international aviation officials speaking at the conference, and follows then-ICAO Council President Roberto Kobeh González’s
appearance at the 2013 edition of ABACE.
Co-hosted by NBAA, the Asian Business Aviation Association (AsBAA) and the Shanghai Airport Authority (SAA),
ABACE2016 will also offer a high level of educational content, addressing topics important not only to established
business aviation operators, but also to those new to the industry who want to learn more about how the industry
will improve their flexibility and competitiveness.
The following month will bring the European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2016), to Geneva’s
Palexpo Convention Center from May 24-26, 2016. Jointly hosted each year by NBAA and the European Business
Aviation Association (EBAA), the leading association for business aviation in Europe, EBACE is Europe’s largest event
showcasing business aviation products and services.
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As recognition for the contributions of business aviation has increased throughout the European continent, so too
has EBACE grown to become one of the world’s premier aviation events. Last year, EBACE2015 drew nearly 500 exhibitors, and nearly 60 aircraft on display adjacent to the Palexpo at neighbouring Geneva International Airport,
with attendees from more than 100 countries across the European region and beyond.
This year’s show is expected to build on this impressive performance. Delegates attending EBACE will be able to
speak directly with representatives with hundreds of companies in three Exhibit Halls. New business aircraft manufacturers, avionics firms, handling organizations, fractional providers, and charter/lease companies and aircraft resellers will display their latest products and services, and get critical business done for the year ahead.
Perhaps even more important than these event highlights, however, is the EBACE tradition for hosting discussions
on matters important not only to business aviation operators across Europe, but also to the industry as a whole.
EBACE also provides a forum for discussing new products and technologies, and the importance of developing the
next generation of business aviation professionals.
Of course, EBACE also provides an important venue to continue the vital dialogue between regulatory authorities
and business leaders in the region about the benefits of business aviation. Throughout EBACE2016, attendees will
also have the opportunity to discuss the multiple ways that the industry contributes to local and regional economic
growth, and its importance to the European economy through the creation of jobs, improving the competitiveness
of companies and industries, and increasing access for towns and cities across the region.
Although EBACE focuses on the unique challenges and opportunities of the European business aviation community, it attracts attendees from as far as Africa, Asia, the Middle East and North and South America. EBACE2016 will

unquestionably serve as the focal point for business aviation worldwide, as industry stakeholders come to Geneva
to discuss matters affecting the global aviation community.
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Across the globe, business aviation offers the unparalleled capability to link cities like New York, Beijing, and London with smaller regional markets, including areas that may offer limited infrastructure for ground transportation.
This directly serves to increase economic activity and investment in those areas, boosting regional economies in the
process.
NBAA is not only committed to protecting and promoting the development of business aviation across the United
States and throughout North America; our Association remains focused on ensuring the ongoing growth of this
vital industry across continents, and around the world. On behalf of the more than 10,000 members of NBAA, I invite the readers of World Commerce Review to consider attending one of these impressive events in 2016, where you
may experience the strength and scope of our industry firsthand. ■

The National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) is the leading organization for companies that rely
on general aviation aircraft to help make their businesses more efficient, productive and successful

