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Registering your aircraft
in the Cayman Islands
The registration process
The Civil Aviation Authority of the Cayman Islands (CAACI) write
on how to register your aircraft in the Cayman Islands
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he CAACI is the statutory organization responsible for aviation regulatory oversight throughout the Cayman
Islands and for aircraft registered in the Cayman Islands. The Cayman Islands Aircraft Registry (The Registry)
is the registry of choice for many owners, financiers, management companies, attorneys and other key decision makers. Stringent standards and a mandate for absolute safety guide our oversight of Cayman registered aircraft. The Registry has been operating as a reputable offshore aircraft registry since the early 1970s and has
an outstanding safety record.
The dedicated team at the head office in Grand Cayman work with aircraft operators on annual plans to ensure regulatory timelines are met and where appropriate, optimal flexibility afforded. Staff are familiar with Cayman Islands
industry experts in the legal, financial and company registration sectors and will work to ensure sound and secure
transactions in the initial registration phase. Our technical team in the Air Safety Registration (ASR) Division are
highly qualified and experienced in safety regulatory oversight and in working with aircraft management and maintenance organisations to ensure that each aircraft meets the necessary requirements to maximise its safety.
The CAACI will ensure that your application process is smooth and effortless. When ready to register an aircraft, the
first step is the submission of ownership documents through an online Registration Application for the due diligence process and the initial phase of the registration application to determine eligibility in accordance with the Air
Navigation (Overseas Territories) Order, as amended. The following is a list of entities/persons eligible to apply for
registration of aircraft to the Register:
a. 		
		

the Crown in right of Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom or in right of the Government of 		
the Territory (Cayman Islands);

b. 		

United Kingdom nationals;

www.worldcommercereview.com

c. 		

Commonwealth citizens (which includes citizens of the Cayman Islands);

d. 		

nationals of any European Economic Area State;

e. 		
		

bodies incorporated in any part of the Commonwealth and which have their registered office or principal 		
place of business in any part of the Commonwealth; or

f. 		
		
		

undertakings formed in accordance with the law of an European Economic Area State and which have 		
their registered office, central administration or principal place of business within the European Economic 		
Area.

The dedicated team at the head office in Grand
Cayman work with aircraft operators on annual
plans to ensure regulatory timelines are met and
where appropriate, optimal flexibility afforded
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Upon receiving a request for registration, a link to the online Registration Application will be sent to the applicant’s
email address along with a due diligence checklist and instructions to initiate the first phase of the registration process. A Due Diligence Checklist comprises the following: aircraft registration application, payment of a deposit of
50% of the initial Certificate of Airworthiness, corporate documents of the registrant, a transparent overview of the
registrant’s/Company’s business activities, disclosure of beneficial owner(s) and a listing of company directors/owners.
Once the required documents have been uploaded to the Registration Application, the application will be reviewed
and the applicant notified of its status, usually within 3 business days. Upon approval of the registration application,
it is turned over to our Air Safety Regulation (ASR) Division, for the technical phase of the registration process. ASR
will then become the primary contact for ongoing certification, maintenance and operational issues for the life of
the aircraft on the C I Aircraft Registry.
At the beginning of the technical phase, the aircraft database will be made available to the Technical Coordinator of
the aircraft for submission of aircraft documents for approval. The scheduling of a survey/inspection of the aircraft
for grant of the initial Certificate of Airworthiness will be the first submission in the technical phase of the registration process.
The majority of the application submission process is facilitated through an interactive document processing portal
called VP-C Online. This online data management system provides a secure way to manage the registration, licensing and certification processes of each aircraft ‘24-7-365’ for the client and the ASR Division. The system is a very
convenient way to submit requests for documents and approvals, as well as to download and print Temporary Certificates ahead of the original certificates being sent by mail or courier.
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The aircraft registration mark can be selected through the online Registration Application. A registration mark for
the aircraft can also be reserved, given details of the aircraft and the name of the proposed registering owner, or
if that is not yet available then the name of the registering agent. The aircraft registration mark would be 5 letters
starting with VP-C. If a specific mark is requested, a check on the availability will be made or otherwise the next in
sequence can be reserved. There is a cost related to the reservation of registration marks, which is refundable if the
registration application is received within 3 months of the reservation.
One of the requirements in the due diligence checklist is a 50% deposit on the initial Certificate of Airworthiness. A
quote can be provided on the initial/first year registration costs as well as subsequent annual costs if it should be
required before completing the Registration Application. The Maximum Take-Off Weight (MTOW) of the aircraft and
the location of the aircraft for the initial survey will be required to provide the comprehensive quotation on cost of
services.
The Certificate of Registration is normally issued within 3 and 6 weeks after the submission of the application and
the timeliness largely depends on how quickly all of the required information for the due diligence of the owner
and the aircraft applications are submitted. The Staff of the CAACI will ensure timely attention to detail and personalized service from the time the Registration Application is requested and continues throughout the aircraft’s existence on the Register. ■
For more information on registering your aircraft in the Cayman Islands please visit www.caacayman.com or email
registrationenquires@caacayman.com

