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NBAA remains committed to protecting and promoting the
global development of business aviation, Ed Bolen asserts

I

n 2017, the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) celebrates its 70th year of advocacy on behalf of a vital and diverse global industry that offers innumerable contributions to citizens, companies, and communities
around the world.
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Business aviation offers the unparalleled ability to connect stakeholders across North America, Europe, and the
Asia-Pacific. In much the same way business aircraft transcend borders and cross oceans, however, so too will the
issues and concerns in one country or region often reverberate across these vast distances.
These common factors and shared challenges are why NBAA engages with global industry stakeholders on many
levels, including through hosting and co-hosting a series of worldwide conferences and conventions highlighting
the industry’s diverse scope and numerous contributions to communities around the globe.
For example, NBAA’s enormously successful 2016 Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (NBAA-BACE) featured
strong participation and enthusiasm from exhibitors and attendees alike, in an impressive demonstration of the
industry’s size and significance in the US, and around the world.
Held last November in Orlando, FL, NBAA-BACE featured attendees representing all 50 US states, and approximately
100 countries. A sold-out static display of aircraft featured 114 aircraft at Orlando Executive Airport (ORL) and the
largest-ever indoor static display at the Orange County Convention Center, showcasing nine fixed-wing airplanes
and six helicopters.
The shows Opening General Session on November 1 drew a standing-room-only crowd for a salute to golfing legend Arnold Palmer, a longtime industry champion. The session also featured remarks from industry champion Rep.

Sam Graves (R-6-MO), as well as US Customs and Border Protection Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske. Attendees also
heard Wright Brothers author David McCullough share lessons in leadership from the aviation pioneers.
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A well-attended Second Day General Session opened with a moving tribute to Bob Hoover, an aviation hero and
renowned air show performer. The session also included remarks from Rep. Bill Flores (R-17-TX) and Sen. Bill Nelson
(D-FL), who was presented with NBAA’s Meritorious Service to Aviation Award. Authors and political analysts James
Carville and Mary Matalin also provided insights into the upcoming presidential election.

I invite the readers of World Commerce Review to
consider attending one or more of these impressive
events in 2017, where you may experience the
strength and scope of our industry firsthand
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Safety was also in focus throughout NBAA-BACE, including NBAA’s annual Single-Pilot Safety Standdown focusing
on single-pilot risk management. Additionally, the second annual National Safety Forum featured remarks from
Peggy Gilligan, Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety at the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), as well as
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Chairman Chris Hart and NTSB board member Robert Sumwalt.
A full roster of education sessions also took place throughout the week, including several hosted at NBAA’s popular
Innovation Zone on the exhibit floor, where experts discussed lithium-battery concerns for aviators, considerations
related to the emergence of drones, and other timely topics.
NBAA-BACE also highlighted the importance of promoting the next generation of business aviation professionals,
with more students than ever attending the 2016 show. Approximately 1,100 individuals participated in Careers in
Business Aviation Day on November 3, which included a packed College Roundtable Seminar, where more than 200
students engaged with industry leaders. The convention also featured Young Professionals (or ‘YoPro’) networking
opportunities and education sessions designed specifically for young people in the industry.
Without question, NBAA-BACE was truly a memorable event that showcased our industry’s vitality and relevance,
and we are already are looking forward to the 2017 edition of the show in Las Vegas, NV from October 10-12, 2017.
Regional Forums share messages to local leaders
For those unable to make the trek to NBAA’s annual convention, NBAA also hosts three Regional Forums every year,
in different locations throughout the country, providing local opportunities for aviation professionals to network
and expand their knowledge about the issues affecting business aviation.
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These Regional Forums take place at some of the most accessible airports and FBOs across the US, bringing many of
the features and benefits of NBAA’s larger events – including educational sessions, influential speakers, and aircraft
static displays – to venues closer to home.
These events bring together local business aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, customers and other business
aviation professionals to share knowledge, discuss issues affecting the region, and learn how business aviation can
help companies succeed. Every NBAA Regional Forum includes participation by important local, state, and even national leaders, providing a vital opportunity for business aviation stakeholders to engage with these representatives
on critical matters for the industry.
Perhaps most important, however, is the role these gatherings also serve to underscore the importance of business
aviation to local leaders in business and government, as it positively impacts communities by aiding companies in
efficiently performing day-to-day operations, generating new jobs and spurring economic activity and local investment.
Already this year, NBAA hosted an extremely successful Regional Forum in West Palm Beach, FL that set a new attendance record for NBAA’s South Florida forums. That event, held in late January, established an impressive precedent for NBAA’s other regional forums for 2017, scheduled for March 23 in Fort Worth, TX and in Morristown, NJ on
September 7.
International events showcase industry’s global contributions
Business aviation’s ability to transcend borders, bringing vital contributions to companies and communities of all
sizes, will also be showcased at two upcoming international events, the 2017 Asian Business Aviation Conference &
Exhibition (ABACE2017) and the 2017 European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2017).
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Coming to Shanghai Hongqiao International Airport from April 11-13, ABACE2017 is the largest event dedicated to
showcasing business aviation’s impact throughout China and the Asia-Pacific region. This year’s event will highlight
efforts to further develop aviation infrastructure throughout China, including expanding available airspace and
building new airports and other support facilities.
For example, the opening day of ABACE2017 on Tuesday, April 11 will include the CAAC Business Aviation Development Forum, a collaborative discussion about the industry’s role in China hosted by the Eastern Region of the Civil
Aviation Authority of China (CAAC), the Shanghai Airport Association (SAA), and NBAA.
China’s 12th Five-Year Plan, issued in 2010, highlighted the need for investment in new facilities supporting general
aviation (GA) operations, including business aviation; the most recent Five-Year Plan for 2016-2020 added to this
effort the Chinese government’s support for improving access for GA and business aviation to the nation’s airspace,
which is controlled by the military.
Co-hosted by NBAA, the Asian Business Aviation Association (AsBAA) and the Shanghai Airport Authority (SAA),
ABACE2017 will also offer a high level of educational content, addressing topics important not only to established
business aviation operators, but also to those new to the industry who want to learn more about how the industry
will improve their flexibility and competitiveness.
ABACE2017 will also offer an expanded static display area showcasing the unprecedented range of business aircraft models suited for a wide variety of specific roles and missions. More than 30 fixed-wing aircraft – including the
first-ever Chinese appearance of the HondaJet – and rotorcraft will be on display, ranging from single-engine piston
aircraft, to large-cabin intercontinental business jets.
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The following month will bring the European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2017) to Geneva’s
Palexpo Convention Center from May 22-24. Jointly hosted each year by NBAA and the European Business Aviation
Association (EBAA), the leading association for business aviation in Europe, EBACE is Europe’s largest event showcasing business aviation products and services.
In addition to serving as a valuable opportunity to learn about the many roles of business aviation across Europe,
as well as the latest products and services available throughout the industry, EBACE2017 will also celebrate an important advocacy milestone. This year marks EBAA’s 40th year of advocacy on behalf of Europe’s business aviation
community, and several events and featured speakers throughout the event will showcase the association’s efforts
in this vital role.
New business aircraft manufacturers, avionics firms, handling organizations, fractional providers, and charter/lease
companies and aircraft resellers will display their latest products and services to delegates across three Exhibit Halls,
and get critical business done for the year ahead.
Of course, a key aspect of EBACE is its ability to bring together influential leaders, government officials, and key industry stakeholders to discuss regulations and policies of importance to not only European business aviation operators, but to the industry across the globe.
For 2017, EBACE is honoured to welcome Maltese Minister for Tourism Edward Zammit Lewis to share his perspectives on aviation in the European Union (EU) during the Opening General Session. Malta currently holds the presidency of the European Council, which is facing a number of issues, not the least of which is the impact from Brexit
on air transport throughout Europe.
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Also scheduled to speak at the Opening General Session is Bertrand Piccard, chairman of the Solar Impulse project,
adventurer, pioneer and the first to fly a solar-powered aircraft around the world. Piccard, along with Solar Impulse’s
co-founder Andre Borschberg, and a team of engineers, technicians, mathematicians, pilots and others developed
the first zero-fuel airplane capable of flying day or night.
Across the globe, business aviation offers the unparalleled capability to link cities with smaller regional markets,
including areas that may offer limited infrastructure for ground transportation. This directly serves to increase economic activity and investment in those areas, boosting regional economies while also promoting global commerce
and economic growth.
In our organization’s 70th year, and beyond, NBAA remains committed to protecting and promoting the global development of business aviation. On behalf of the more than 10,000 members of NBAA, I invite the readers of World
Commerce Review to consider attending one or more of these impressive events in 2017, where you may experience
the strength and scope of our industry firsthand. ■
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