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Foreword

W

elcome to the WCR EBACE2018 ePub.

Another year and another EBACE, and as always World Commerce Review is covering the event in-depth with
comment and reviews, so welcome to you all.
Executives and shareholders are finding that the promised benefits of corporate aviation are being delivered and
helping to gain new markets and customers.

The corporate aviation market is strong and showing no signs of weakness. New models are being introduced at all
levels with higher standards and equipment fits. We are coming up to a new generation of supersonic business jets
that will revolutionise the sector.
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So we hope you enjoy our special report and welcome any feedback. ■
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Innovation, investment
in focus at EBACE2018

NBAA remains committed to protecting and promoting
the global development of business aviation. Readers
are invited to attend events to experience the strength
and scope of industry innovation

J
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ointly hosted by the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) and the European Business Aviation
Association (EBAA), the annual European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE) continues to
stand as one of the world’s premier aviation events, hosting Europe’s top business leaders, entrepreneurs,
and other industry stakeholders, as well as regulatory officials and other policymakers, to discuss the most
pressing matters affecting the industry.
EBACE2018, which took place 29-31 May in Geneva, continued this proud tradition with discussions regarding such
important topics as the probable effects from the upcoming implementation of Brexit which will carry ramifications
not only for European operators, but business aviation stakeholders worldwide. Additional sessions at EBACE2018
addressed matters including operational safety and security, access to European airports and airspace and use of
helicopters as a business tool.
The ongoing personnel shortage across the global business aviation industry, and with it the need to attract new
personnel to fulfill a multitude of roles, are also key concerns. Following a successful introduction last year,
Careers in Business Aviation Day returned to EBACE2018 to introduce students to business aviation and help ensure
this next generation of aviation leaders has the opportunity to explore and learn about the industry, and its many
rewarding career opportunities.
Perhaps the most significant announcement to come from this year’s event concerned the industry’s new initiative
focused on raising awareness and adoption of available and emerging alternative jet fuel options, and the
introduction of the Business Aviation Guide to the Use of Sustainable Alternative Jet Fuels (SAJF).
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Promoting alternative fuels
Business aviation has long been on the forefront of technological innovation. Advancements in winglets,
composites and propulsion systems, as well as technologies such as GPS and ADS-B, have not only made business
aircraft more efficient, but have also delivered gains in safety and environmental sustainability.
The business aviation community has also long been dedicated to reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from
aircraft, with a proven record of advances in carbon reduction. Previously, the industry’s commitment to emissions
reduction was codified through the Business Aviation Commitment on Climate Change, unveiled in November

From a global standpoint, our aim is equally certain:
business aviation is an industry with a past, present
and future commitment to emissions reduction
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2009, which outlined steps to realize a 2 percent improvement in efficiency per year from 2010 until 2020, carbonneutral growth from 2020 onwards, and a 50 percent reduction in carbon emissions by 2050, relative to 2005.
It’s quite fitting that EBACE marked the introduction of this new, concrete step towards widespread adoption of
emissions-reducing alternative fuels. As has been shown through numerous announcements and demonstration
flights over the past several years, alternative fuels are already a reality; the technology is here, but the limiting
factor against widespread adoption has primarily been the lack of production facilities, and widespread distribution
sources.
Through this new initiative, we hope that business aviation may advance the proliferation of SAJF at all the logical
touchpoints: the manufacturers, the ground handlers and the operators, at the national, regional and international
levels.
As an industry, we want to answer questions that aircraft operators, FBOs, owners, pilots, fuel providers, airports and
others may have about these new fuels, and we want to allay any concerns they may have about the performance,
safety and appropriateness of using them wherever they are available.
From a global standpoint, our aim is equally certain: business aviation is an industry with a past, present and future
commitment to emissions reduction. That commitment is shared by the industry globally, here in Europe, back in
the United States - and locally at every airfield and manufacturing facility.
The primary stakeholders in this initiative include the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA), General
Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA), the International Business Aviation Council and National Air
Transportation Association (NATA) and NBAA.
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Learn more about business aviation at NBAA-supported events
As recognition has increased for the many contributions of business aviation to citizens and communities
throughout the European continent, so too has EBACE grown to become one of the world’s premier aviation events,
in line with other global events hosted or co-hosted by NBAA.
By every measure, EBACE2018 was a great success, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to Geneva for
the 2019 edition of EBACE scheduled for 21-23 May 2019. Similar to the role EBACE plays in the European business
aviation community, so too has the Asian Business Aviation Conference & Exhibition (ABACE) grown to become the
premier event focused on the industry’s growth throughout China and the Asia-Pacific.
Jointly hosted by the NBAA and the Shanghai Airport Authority (SAA), and coordinated with the Asian Business
Aviation Association (AsBAA), ABACE2018 underscored the enthusiasm, growth and potential for business aviation
in the Asian region. Next year’s ABACE will take place in Shanghai from April 16-18, 2019.
I would also like to invite readers of World Commerce Review to join the estimated 27,000 industry professionals
attending the upcoming 2018 NBAA Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (NBAA-BACE), which will take place
October 16-18, 2018 in Orlando, FL.
Widely regarded as the most important three days in business aviation, NBAA-BACE will once again bring together
current and prospective aircraft owners, manufacturers and customers into one meeting place to get critical work
accomplished, all while once again showcasing the size, strength, and diversity of this vital global industry.
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NBAA remains committed to protecting and promoting the global development of business aviation. On behalf of
the more than 11,000 members of NBAA, I invite you to consider attending one or more of these impressive events,
where you may experience the strength and scope of our industry firsthand. ■
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Representing
European business
aviation interests
EBACE is a place to build relationships and explore the
entire marketplace of options, and leave with the best
solutions for your business

B

usiness growth requires a global perspective. It starts with the latest technologies, trends and ideas, and
comes full circle with a world of connections that are key in helping you manage multiple budgets, highperforming teams and large-scale purchases.
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Everything you need to make the most informed decisions all in one place: the European Business Aviation
Convention & Exhibition. EBACE is a place to build relationships and explore the entire marketplace of options. And
leave with the best solutions for your business.
The European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE) is a premier event and the annual meeting place
for the European business aviation community. The exhibition brings together business leaders, government
officials, manufacturers, flight department personnel, avionics firms, fractional providers, charter/lease companies
and all manner of people involved in nearly every aspect of business aviation.
EBACE is jointly hosted each year by the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA), the leading association
for business aviation in Europe, and the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA), the leading voice for the
business aviation industry in the United States. Although EBACE is the only major European event focused solely on
business aviation, attendees come from as far as Africa, Asia, the Middle East and North and South America.
The impressive exhibition takes place over the course of three days at the magnificent Palexpo, which is strategically
located within 10 minutes of the center of Geneva, and is immediately adjacent to the EBACE Static Display of
Aircraft at the Geneva International Airport, a railway station and a motorway.
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About EBAA
The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) is the leading association representing business aviation in
Europe. Founded in 1977, EBAA advocates for the interests of more than 900 business aviation companies (direct
members or members of associate organizations) at all levels in Europe, to enable responsible, sustainable growth
for business aviation, enhance connectivity and create opportunities for business aviation in Europe. Furthermore,
EBAA aims to promote excellence and professionalism amongst its members to enable them to deliver best-in-class
safety and operational efficiency.
As the only representative of business aviation recognized by the European authorities, EBAA ensures that business
aviation’s interests in Europe are represented during legislative processes. EBAA experts monitor and influence the
regulations drafted by the European Institutions and actively represent the sector’s position on specific matters of
concern.
Improve your business, expand your network and raise your voice. There’s strength in numbers. Join us today!
About NBAA
Founded in 1947 and based in Washington, DC, the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) is the leading
organization for companies that rely on general aviation aircraft to help make their businesses more efficient,
productive and successful. The Association represents more than 11,000-member companies of all sizes, located
throughout the United States and worldwide. NBAA provides more than 100 products and services to the business
aviation community, including the NBAA Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (NBAA-BACE), the world’s
largest civil aviation trade show. NBAA also hosts the Asian Business Aviation Conference & Exhibition (ABACE). ■
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EBACE2018: a strong,
forward-looking show

The European Business Aviation Convention &
Exhibition reflected an industry focussed on innovation
and investment in the future

O
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rganisers of the 2018 edition of the European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE)
reported that by every measure, the event once again served as a powerful and forward-looking
showcase for the European business aviation industry. EBACE is jointly organized each year by the
European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) and National Business Aviation Association (NBAA).

“This was a decidedly upbeat, optimistic EBACE week, which highlighted the passion and enthusiasm at the heart of the
business aviation community,” said EBAA Chairman Juergen Wiese. “The show reflected a reverence for the industry’s
history, as well as an embrace of its future.”
NBAA President and CEO Ed Bolen agreed, adding: “EBACE once again showed that business aviation is an industry
focused on innovation and investment in the future. The new aircraft models, the new business models, the featured
speakers and the trends we discussed all point to an energetic industry looking toward tomorrow.”
The EBACE week began with a pre-show Media Luncheon highlighting a new industry initiative to advance the
development and adoption of Sustainable Alternative Jet Fuel (SAJF), and introduction of the ‘Business Aviation
Guide to the Use of Sustainable Alternative Fuel (SAJF),’ focused on raising awareness and adoption of available and
sustainable alternative jet-fuel options.
A packed exhibit floor featured 418 exhibitors, an increase over last year’s event, from across the world. EBACE2018
also welcomed a number of first-time exhibitors to the show, while a host of companies chose EBACE as the ideal
venue to announce new aircraft, products and services, with press conferences and media events throughout the
week. Attendees at the show represented about 100 countries.
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The sold-out EBACE2018 static display featured 54 aircraft on the ramp at Geneva Airport, ranging from
intercontinental business jets, to turboprop and piston aircraft, to helicopters. The event also hosted introductions
of new aircraft making their first appearances at EBACE2018.
Another prominent initiative on display throughout EBACE2018 was EBAA’s recently-unveiled Expanding Horizons
program, a continent-wide awareness campaign to highlight the value of business aviation in the European region.
The week included the release of the EBAA study ‘Expanding Horizons: How Millennials see the Future of Business
Aviation,’ [https://expandinghorizons.com/news/new-ebaa-report-surveys-millennials-future-business-aviation/]
which revealed that young professionals recognise the main benefit of the business aviation industry to be its
ability to take people where they need, when they need.
Returning to EBACE2018 was the event’s second-annual Careers in Business Aviation Day, which introduced more
than 250 students from high schools and universities across Europe to the broad range of potential career paths
throughout the industry.
Also a part of EBACE2018 were the EBAA Awards of Merit, recognizing companies that have established a solid
safety culture within their organizations. This year, EBAA recognized five European companies for achieving 100,000
accident-free flying hours. The award presentation kicked off a series of sessions focused on the latest insights
for continually enhancing business aviation safety, a top industry priority. In addition, the event hosted the wellattended International Aircraft Transactions Seminar, a day-long presentation addressing common questions and
concerns with the purchase, importation and operation of business aircraft throughout Europe.
EBACE2018 also featured numerous informative education sessions addressing top concerns in the European
business aviation community, including the implications of Brexit for business aviation, improving access to
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European airspace and airports for business aviation operators, promoting career opportunities within the industry
and the role of business aviation in times of crisis. ■
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An essential industry
redoubles its investment in
fuels, and the future
The business aviation industry announced the
adoption of Sustainable Alternative Jet Fuel, reflecting
the commitment to emissions reduction

A
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coalition of international business aviation organizations joined government officials to redouble their
focus on advancing the development and adoption of Sustainable Alternative Jet Fuel (SAJF), reflecting
the industry’s long-standing commitment to emissions reduction, including, among other aims, carbon
neutrality from 2020 forward.

At the heart of this initiative is a new product – the Business Aviation Guide to the Use of Sustainable Alternative Fuel
(SAJF) – focused on raising awareness and adoption of available and emerging sustainable alternative jet-fuel
options, and providing a roadmap for the education about, and use of, SAJF.
The Guide has been produced by a coalition, which includes the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA),
the General Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA), the International Business Aviation Council, the National
Air Transportation Association (NATA), and the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA). Valuable technical
assistance was provided by the Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels Initiative (CAAFI) and the Air Transport Action
Group (ATAG).
The Guide makes three points clear:
1. SAJF for business aviation are safe, approved, and available today, though in limited quantities,
2. The fuels offer myriad benefits, including those in support of the sustainability of business aviation, corporate
responsibility and reduced emissions,
3. The fuels are produced from multiple feedstocks, which are sustainable, renewable resources, and are therefore
an environmental ‘win-win.’

“The business aviation community has a long and successful history of innovation when it comes to promoting the
policies, products and procedures that reduce the industry’s carbon footprint,” said NBAA President and CEO Ed Bolen.
“With this initiative, we underscore our effort on what has always been an important priority.”
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“The European Business Aviation Association is very proud to have contributed to this project, which will aim to increase
the availability of sustainable alternative jet fuel, directly contributing toward our sector goals, and therefore reducing
our overall environmental impact,” said EBAA Chairman Juergen Wiese.
“Our collective effort as an industry, including the publication of the ‘Business Aviation Guide to the Use of SAJF,’ is a
key step forward, which will raise awareness and benefit our stakeholders, our environment and our business,” said
David Coleal, Chair of the General Aviation Manufacturers Association’s Environment Committee and President,
Bombardier Business Aircraft. “This initiative is not only about fuels; it reflects our sector’s overall commitment to climate
change. Civil aviation, including the business aviation sector, is the only global industry to have developed clear, concrete
and measurable efficiency goals. By expanding the definition of value creation to include environmental and social
impact, we are securing returns for years to come, and building a brighter, cleaner future for our next generations.”
“Business aviation has always been an early-adopter of technologies that have improved fuel efficiency and reduced
environmental impacts,” stated International Business Aviation Council Director General Kurt H Edwards. “Sustainable
alternative jet fuels are a new technology available now for use by our innovative community. Their growing use will be a
critical component of business aviation’s global commitment to mitigate and reduce carbon emissions, and to meet our
aspirational goal of carbon-neutral growth from 2020.”
“As sustainable alternative jet fuel is in its introductory stage for general aviation, the National Air Transportation
Association believes it is imperative for the industry to continue to work in a collaborative manner, to both educate
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the aviation community and make its widespread use a reality. If an operator or an FBO is interested in using SAJF, it is
important that they contact their fuel supplier,” stated NATA Executive Vice President of Operations & General Counsel
Timothy Obitts.
“The general aviation manufacturing industry is proud to partner with the rest of the industry on this important initiative
that demonstrates our commitment to achieving the climate-change goals we set for the industry in 2009, and which will
ensure we will continue to grow in a sustainable manner. I also want to extend a special thank you to Ms Fusco from the
European Commission for her presence here today, in support of this important sustainability initiative for aviation,” said
Pete Bunce, President and CEO of the General Aviation Manufacturers Association. ■
Follow business aviation’s commitment to alternative fuels on Twitter and Facebook at #Sustainability. To download the
Business Aviation Guide visit FutureOfSustainableFuel.com
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Embracing the future

As the 2018 edition of EBACE concluded, the event
once again served as a powerful and forward-looking
showcase for the European business aviation industry.
Simon Williams shares his thoughts

T
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he Isle of Man Aircraft Registry was represented at the 2018 European Business Aviation Convention &
Exhibition by Simon Williams, Director of Civil Aviation and Adrian Tickle, Flight Operations Technical
Manager. This very successful event concluded in Geneva on 31st May 2018 and I note that the trade show
drew 418 exhibitors which represents an increase on last year. There were 54 aircraft on static display
which reflected the broad spectrum of business aviation, including ultra-long-range business jets, turboprops and
helicopters. It was great to see a very strong Isle of Man industry presence at the show as ever.
“This was a decidedly upbeat, optimistic EBACE week, which highlighted the passion and enthusiasm at the heart of
the Business Aviation community,” said Juergen Wiese, chairman of EBACE co-organizer, EBAA. “The show reflected
a reverence for the industry’s history, as well as an embrace of its future.” This was a sentiment shared by Ed Bolen,
President & CEO of EBACE co-organizer, NBAA: “The new aircraft models, the new business models, the featured
speakers and the trends we discussed all point to an energetic industry looking toward tomorrow.”
EBACE 2018 was however initially tinged with sadness at the outset when it was announced that a well-respected
industry figure, Serge Dassault, had sadly passed away at the age of 93. It was a notable mark of respect for this
great industrialist that the organisers chose to dedicate the event to his memory.
EBACE 2018 started with the unveiling of an industry-wide initiative to further the development and adoption of
Sustainable Alternative Jet Fuels. With international climate and emissions requirements in mind, the Isle of Man
Aircraft Registry team are working hard to support clients understand and meet CORSIA requirements.
Thereafter, the key themes that emerged were: Brexit; European airport and airspace access; business aviation’s
role in times of crisis; and the promotion of career opportunities. Yves ‘Jetman’ Rossy was the keynote speaker and
understandably attracted a great deal of interest.
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A key ‘market intelligence theme’ that I am now noting with more frequency, is that the US business aviation market
is performing increasingly well. Demand appears not to be as strong currently in Europe but there does seem to be
increasing confidence that the US-led resurgence will have a positive ‘knock-on’ effect in Europe and beyond.

This will allow us to be at the forefront of aviation regulation
whilst maintaining high standards of ICAO compliance and
importing best practice from the UK, Europe and beyond.
All of our work is based on my central vision that the Isle of
Man becomes a centre of aviation excellence
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This all has to be tinged with a sense of realism given talk of ‘trade wars’ between major nations which is inevitably
exacerbated by continued global political and financial uncertainty. But it looks like there are clear signs of
sustained increases in business aviation activity and associated improvements in positive market sentiment. Clearly
this is a welcome development.
Some EBACE attendees and WCR readers may be surprised that IOMAR does not have an exhibition booth at this
or other events. Such a high-profile arrangement might be expected of the 6th largest private/corporate business
aviation registry in the world. However, we have deliberately settled on a more humble modus operandi that serves
our clients (and the Registry) well and has proven to be very successful.
Instead, we establish a meeting programme directly with new/existing clients and then meet with them at the
location of their choice. We put the client first and go to them, rather than expecting the reverse. We prefer to focus
on delivering matters of real substance based on our ethos of Safety with Service. Or put another way: ‘facilitating
high regulatory standards whilst delivering excellent customer service’.
I spent the entire EBACE event in back-to-back meetings, followed by evening networking events. I noticed a
real sense of focus, genuine enthusiasm and optimism in those that I met. It was an altogether very positive and
heartening experience.
In particular, I was delighted to note the consistent, strongly positive feedback for the hard-working team at the
Isle of Man Aircraft Registry. I am not one given over to hyperbole or exaggeration, so am genuinely delighted to
have received such a strongly supportive response from our clients, many of whom have been with us since we
commenced operations in 2007.
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Europe is very important to the Isle of Man Aircraft Registry and we have grown to become the second largest
European private/corporate business aviation registry. From my perspective as a Registrar and Aviation Safety
Regulator I anticipate that Brexit will have little or no effect but we stand ready to assist in the face of unforeseen
challenges. We have members of our team whose main focus is on working with and supporting our European
based clients; we will do our utmost to help manage any challenges they face to a successful outcome, so that they
can just get on with operating their aircraft safely and efficiently.
One of our main priorities this year is to complete the ‘repatriation of the aviation legislative process from the UK’ to
the Isle of Man. Later this year I anticipate that the powers will be in place for us to be able to: draft; consult on; and
then put into operation secondary legislation in a nimble and responsive fashion.
This will allow us to be at the forefront of aviation regulation whilst maintaining high standards of ICAO compliance
and importing best practice from the UK, Europe and beyond. The new Isle of Man Air Navigation Order will be
laid out to mirror the ICAO Annexes with a strong focus on clarity and accessibility. All of our work is based on my
central vision that the Isle of Man becomes a centre of aviation excellence.
The Isle of Man Aircraft Registry is an international, off-shore, highly ICAO compliant aircraft register with as many
clients outside Europe as there are within. Thus we balance the wider international efforts with those focussed on
Europe. In so doing, we strive to meet the varying demands of a wide range of operational scenarios and this aspect
of our work makes the job very interesting, enjoyable and satisfying.
It is very pleasing to receive positive feedback from our clients but we will never become complacent because there
are always improvements that can be made. The icing on the cake is to have received two awards from WCR this
year; one of which was for the second year running!
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In summary, EBACE 2018 was unquestionably a success. Business aviation is a great industry populated by clever,
dedicated and passionate individuals; the technology and continual advances in this area are extraordinary. I
believe that we can look to the future with well-founded optimism. I very much look forward to attending EBACE
2019 and beyond.
Next up is the Isle of Man Aviation Conference which takes place here on the Island on 13th June 2018. The
Conference was over-subscribed last year and we are experiencing similarly strong interest this time round. It is a
great opportunity for new and existing clients to meet us, discuss contemporary aviation issues and to continue to
build on our increasingly successful strategic partnerships. I can’t wait! ■

Simon Williams is Isle of Man Director of Civil Aviation
To find out more about the Isle of Man Aircraft Registry please visit our website. If you missed Isle of Man Director of Civil
Aviation, Simon Williams at EBACE 2018 and would like to follow up with him then please either call: +44 (0)1624 682358
or email: simon.williams@gov.im
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CUSTOMER SERVICE
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• Neutral Nationality registration prefix ‘M’
• Secure mortgage register
• No insurance premium tax
• European time zone
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aviation finance

SAFETY
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tel: +44 (0)1624 682358 fax: +44 (0)1624 682355 email: aircraft@gov.im
web: www.iomaircraftregistry.com
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International events
highlight responsible
development of business
aviation around globe
Safe and responsible business aviation is enabled by
key industry events, Ed Bolen reviews upcoming trade
events and conferences

I

n addition to its more than 70 years of advocacy on behalf of business aviation operators across North America,
the NBAA also encourages safe and responsible business aviation operations around the globe. One of the most
effective methods for sharing this message is through key industry events and trade conferences.
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At the forefront of these efforts is NBAA’s International Operators Conference (IOC2018), taking place 26-29 March in
Las Vegas, NV. This annual event provides operational, regulatory and real-life information critical for safe, efficient
and compliant international business aviation operations.
Attendees at IOC2018 will receive the latest information about international regulations and security; receive
important updates from every ICAO region around the world; and learn about the latest technological innovations
affecting the industry. They will also have opportunities to exchange best practices with other global operators, and
network with international service providers.
NBAA also promotes this vital industry’s growth and development around the world through its support for
influential international business aviation gatherings in China and Europe. For example, the Asian Business
Aviation Conference & Exhibition (ABACE) is the premier event dedicated to showcasing business aviation’s impact
throughout China and the Asia-Pacific region.
Co-hosted by NBAA, the Asian Business Aviation Association (AsBAA) and the Shanghai Airport Authority (SAA) and
coming to Shanghai, China on 17-19 April, ABACE2018 is the perfect venue for investors considering aviation as a
business opportunity; companies thinking of using an aircraft for business; and flight departments that have long
used aircraft as a valuable business tool.
Over the past seven years, ABACE has grown to become a must-attend event not only for industry stakeholders
in China and throughout the Asia-Pacific – including business aviation leaders, entrepreneurs, flight department

personnel, aircraft-purchase decision makers and other high-level attendees – but also for the worldwide business
aviation community.
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Officials throughout the region have also recognized the event’s important role in driving the integrated
development of cities and airports, as part of the greater effort to help facilitate the development of general
aviation in China, and its significance as a critical industry throughout the Asia-Pacific.

I invite the readers of World Commerce Review to
consider attending one of these impressive events
in the coming months to experience the strength
and diversity of our industry firsthand

The following month will bring the European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2018) to Geneva’s
Palexpo Convention Center. Taking place 29-31 May in Geneva, Switzerland, the convention will bring together
business leaders, government officials, manufacturers, flight department personnel and all manner of people
involved in nearly every aspect of business aviation.
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Jointly hosted each year by NBAA and the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA), the leading association
for business aviation in Europe, EBACE is Europe’s largest event showcasing business aviation products and services.
Industry professionals from throughout Europe and around the world will benefit from informative presentations
and educational sessions, as well as opportunities to network with their peers to exchange knowledge and best
practices. More than 450 exhibitors will be on hand at EBACE2018 showcasing the latest products and services, with
dozens of business aircraft of all sizes, and for a variety of missions, on static display.
Another key aspect of EBACE is its ability to bring together influential leaders, government officials, and key
industry stakeholders to discuss regulations and policies of importance to not only European business aviation
operators, but to the industry across the globe. This important role will continue in 2018.
Changes at Geneva Airport to benefit EBACE attendees
This year, EBACE attendees will find also several changes at Geneva Airport (LSGG) – located adjacent to the Palexpo
– aimed at benefitting all stakeholders, including business aviation operators. For example, refinements to the
Prior Permission Required (PPR) system for coordinating general aviation slots are expected to optimize efficiency
and capacity at the Swiss airport. Prior to December 1, parking and slot coordination was handled by airport FBOs,
with reservations available up to 21 days in advance of an intended flight. Since the December 1 system change,

reservation availability may still be viewed 21 days ahead of a flight, but slots are now available from FBOs five days
ahead of an intended trip.
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The new approach will allow for more flexibility, accommodating scenarios such as the need to change an aircraft
due to maintenance or other issues. Efficiency and slot availability will also be increased, because a new ‘match
requirement’ – under which operators will file a flight plan, then request a slot reservation – will ensure that files
containing mismatches between flight plans and slot requests are not included in the system.
In a related development, construction remains underway to increase overall airport capacity by 2019. This work
requires a temporary reduction in aircraft parking capacity, and towing into marked parking areas, but the ultimate
result will be greater space for airport users.
The changes are the result of cooperation between the Geneva Airport Authority, EBAA Switzerland, the Geneva
Business Aviation Association and other user groups. They represent meaningful developments that benefit
business aviation operations, increase efficiencies and add capacity at Geneva Airport. Additional refinements may
be made over time to further improve efficiencies based on operator feedback.
NBAA remains committed in 2018 to protecting and promoting the global development of business aviation as a
vital, safe and secure industry. On behalf of the more than 11,000 members of NBAA, I invite the readers of World
Commerce Review to consider attending one of these impressive events in the coming months to experience the
strength and diversity of our industry firsthand. ■

Ed Bolen is President and CEO of the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA)
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Giving back: business
aviation provides critical
airlift around the world
Business aviation plays an important role in providing
vital humanitarian relief in times of crisis

W
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ith all the benefits that business aviation provides to companies seeking freedom and flexibility,
one may not consider the equally important role the industry plays in providing vital humanitarian
relief in times of crisis. A discussion at the 2018 European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition
(EBACE2018) Innovation Zone highlighted the breadth and scope of these missions.

“Most of our focus is on the adaptability, fluidity and efficiency of business aviation in getting a customer from point A
to point B, the reality is a lot more lies behind this,” said EBAA Communications Director Eric Drosin, moderator of the
session Giving Back: Business Aviation in Times of Crisis. “Here we’re thinking of medical evacuation and special mission
operations that extend far beyond serving the client; it’s about serving the patient, too.”
Dr Siegfried Axtmann is the founder and chairman of FAI Aviation Group, which includes a dedicated air ambulance
operation currently available to operate in every country in the world except Syria. “In 2017 alone, we airlifted 925
patients a distance of around 2.5 million nautical miles, representing 160 times flying around the globe,” said Axtmann.
“These patients were airlifted from 357 different locations, to destinations in another 130 countries.”
FAI also provides critical logistical support to the world’s largest non-governmental organization, the United
Nations, airlifting personnel and patients from areas experiencing geographical disasters, civil unrest and,
sometimes, open conflict. Aircraft are often based in hostile areas, with crews required to be available around the
clock to plan missions, maintain aircraft and convert cabins from passenger seating to flying intensive care units –
all within a matter of hours.
“You can imagine how challenging it is to a dispatcher and flight planner not know what they will need to plan for,” said
Axtmann. “The pilots and medical teams are flying to destinations they may not have been to in 12 months, and they’re
hoping the situation on the ground will be the same as it was then – unfortunately, that’s seldom the case.”

Despite these challenges, Axtmann noted FAI’s risk assessment process isn’t too different from what may be found
in any other business aviation flight department.

www.worldcommercereview.com

“We have a very effective risk management process in place; that said, should a civil war break out tomorrow with an
airport under fire, we must turn around if that intelligence comes too late,” he said. “But that happens very rarely.
“You must absolutely want to do this kind of work and to be challenged by it,” Axtmann added. “This is about giving
something back of all we get from the world.” ■
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With ‘Brexit’ looming,
European business
aviation seeks direction
The EBAA examine the six possible scenarios for
business aviation operations in the aftermath of Brexit

E

BAA recently unveiled a detailed analysis of six possible scenarios for business aviation operations in the
aftermath of the United Kingdom’s (UK) pending exit from the European Union (EU), currently scheduled for
March 2019.
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An education session during the 2018 European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2018) examined
these options that range in severity from the ‘best case’ of maintaining the status quo for operators under Brexit, to
a scenario requiring the UK to renegotiate dozens of new aviation agreements with individual EU member states.
“Aviation is simply not on the agenda in those discussions at all,” according to Mark Bisset with Clyde & Co., the firm
commissioned to perform the EBAA analysis. “And that’s worrying, because the clock is ticking and we’re trying to
remain positive.”
Traffic rights between the UK and EU member states are at the top of the list of concerns for operators. Of the
potential scenarios presented, Bisset said it’s likely any potential agreement will require the UK to enter into
separate pacts with EU member states, with all former blanket approvals ‘ending at Fourth Freedom rights’ limiting
UK operators to flights between the UK and a single destination, barring multiple trip legs, point-to-point flights
within the EU and all cabotage rights.
Other concerns include how to handle customs duties and VAT requirements, maintaining membership in the
European Aviation Safety Association and so-called third-country access to Britain by outside entities, including
from the US.
Those currently working in the British aviation industry are also at risk, and not just from the threat of lower traffic
rates. Business aviation alone directly supports 35,000 jobs in the UK, out of a total of 200,000 jobs across all the

country’s aviation sectors. Many of those workers originate from other EU members states, and their work statuses
could be threatened under Brexit.
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For these reasons and more, “there is strong incentive to preserve some access to the European market, although what’s
at stake is the very existence of the union,” cautioned French aviation attorney Matthieu de Varax of Odi-sé Avocats. “If
you start allowing non-members of the EU the same rights and benefits as members, there will be a line of other countries
desiring the same benefits.”
Marc Bailey, CEO of the British Business and General Aviation Association, said minimizing disruption to British
aviation operators should be the greater interest of all parties. “If Britain is damaged, the EU will be damaged as well,”
he added. “Within the UK we’re doing our best to make sure all associations across aviation are working together with a
single voice. It may be a miniscule piquant on the map of everything else, but it’s a united position.”
Representing the operators’ perspective, Alec Werner, with NetJets Transportes Aéreos S.A, noted concerned parties
are seeking any information available to assist in developing their path forward once Brexit becomes reality. Some
companies have already established AOCs within other EU member states in preparation for post-Brexit operations,
although Werner acknowledged that is likely both time- and cost-prohibitive for all but the largest businesses.
In light of all that still must be agreed upon, Werner believes it’s likely any transition period, or even the 30 March
deadline itself, will have to be extended due to ongoing intractability on both sides. “It’s a Hobson’s Choice,” he
concluded. ■
Review an executive summary of the EBAA Brexit analysis (PDF).

