From the top of the boot to the toe, the Italian hotel scene
is booming. Here, our favourite places, whether urban style
setters or idyllic country retreats, are revealed

LUCULLAN
ITALIANO

Like Rome, the best hotels in Italy weren’t built in a day. World
Commerce Review takes the time to check in on our timeless
favourites
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With its sweeping vineyards, pantheon of historical sites, and beloved cuisine, Italy offers something for everyone.
Not surprisingly, its urban retreats and coastal resorts are just as diverse as the guests who visit.
You might sample award-winning gelato in a Byzantine tower in Florence, or take an afternoon swim in a terraced
saltwater pool on a secreted corner of the Amalfi Coast. Gratify your inner chef as Nonna teaches you the art of handcut pastas, or get pampered like Roman royalty with a massage using rosemary and olive oil from groves at your
Tuscan hideaway. In Italy’s best hotels, every detail is bellissimo.
Whether conjuring visions of Venetian opulence or rolling-hill retreats and dips in the clear-blue Mediterranean, Italy
is an eternal fixture on our list of must-do Europe as well as yours. Uncover the cobbled paths and meandering canals
to the best hotels in Italy.

No. 1 Hotel de Russie, Rome

Situated between the Spanish Steps and Piazza del Popolo, Hotel de
Russie is a fascinating mix of old and new, with modern design that
respects the classical architecture of the building. Since its opening,
aristocratic travellers, Russian royalty and renowned artists have all
passed through our elegant lobby. With its Secret Garden, Hotel De
Russie is a green oasis in the centre of the city. Everything that’s great
about Rome is within reach. From the splendour of St Peter’s to the
drama of the Colosseum, Rome is a feast for the senses. The neighbouring Piazza del Popolo and Piazza di Spagna make a good starting
point. Throw a coin in the Trevi Fountain before an aperitif in the
Centro Historico. The lively Piazza Navona is also within easy reach.
Explore the famous fashion boutiques of Via Condotti, Via Borgognona and Via del Babuino. Take a tour of the galleries on Via Margutta or
admire the contemporary artworks in the MAXXI museum.

No. 2 Castello di Casole - A Timbers Resort, Casole d’Elsa

A cypress-lined road leads to the rolling 4,200-acre Tuscan estate with a castle
that dates back to the 10th century. Now owned by Timber Resorts, it was
formerly the home of film director Luchino Visconti and an entertainment
centre for countless Hollywood luminaries. The 41 rustic-luxe suites incorporate
oil paintings, local antiques, wood-beamed ceilings, and reclaimed terracotta.
And Essere Spa, originally the estate’s wine cellar, features seven treatment
rooms and massages incorporating orange and basil essential oils.
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No. 3 Hotel Santa Caterina, Amalfi

Now in its fourth generation of Gambardella
family management, this 1904 looker still reigns
in Belle Époque splendor. Rooms are spread
across the main building, two villas, and a
triplet of honeymoon cottages and decorated
with local antiques. An elevator descends to
a private beach, saltwater pool, fitness center,
and thatched-roof pizzeria and fish grill. As you
stroll through the secluded terraced gardens and
citrus orchards, it’s obvious why Liz Taylor and
Richard Burton chose to hide out here.

No. 4 Il San Pietro di Positano, Positano

One mile outside town seems to be just far enough from Positano’s crowds
to attract a constellation of stars (George Clooney, Julia Roberts, Franco
Zeffirelli) to the coast’s most famous cliff-top hideaway, which spills down
the sides of a rocky promontory, its terraced rooms discreetly hidden amid
a profusion of flowering plants. The elegant guest quarters - decorated in a
singularly odd mix of gilded 18th-century-style elegance and 1970s fab - all
come with sea views from private balconies (and, in some cases, from the
showers). Tiled benches scattered around the grounds are ideal for sunset
cocktails. Though there is a small pool, most guests opt for the private
sunbathing patio and sandy beach - a coup for any hotel along this rocky
coastline - reached via a dramatic elevator ride down through the cliff.

No. 5 Le Sirenuse, Positano

The San Pietro may be flashier, but nothing beats archrival Le Sirenuse for
traditional, dignified luxury. In 1953, two years after it opened, John Steinbeck
described it as “an old family house converted into a first-class hotel.” More than
half a century of overexposure later, that impression remains at this storied
hotel, now in its second generation of Sersale family management. Nearly
all the rooms in the poppy-red, 18th-century villa, with museum-quality
antiques and hand-painted ceramic-tile floors, have a private balcony or
patio overlooking the bay. Diversions include an alfresco champagne-andoyster bar, a pool and Aveda spa, and a vintage wooden boat for tooling
up and down the coast in 1960s-starlet style. The Neapolitan menu at the
restaurant, La Sponda, was devised by chef Matteo Temperini.
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No. 6 Hotel Savoy, Florence

Situated on Piazza della Repubblica, Hotel Savoy puts you right at the
heart of things. Everything that’s great about Florence is within its
reach. Hotel Savoy is next to the Duomo and within walking distance
of the River Arno, Ponte Vecchio, Boboli Gardens and Pitti Palace, as
well as the finest designer boutiques of Via Roma and Via Tornabuoni.
Hotel Savoy is built on the site where the Mercato Vecchio and church
of San Tommaso once stood. Work on the hotel started in 1893 and,
once completed, it was praised for its modern and luxurious touches —
including central heating, an elevator and even electric lights. Centuries
of craftsmanship continue nearby with the city’s best shoemakers
and bag-makers. Discover more about the legendary Florentine shoe
designer at the Salvatore Ferragamo Museum, with its wooden casts of
famous customers’ feet. Culture lovers can unearth classic treasures at
the Uffizi and Accademia Galleries, Davanzati Palace, and the Leonardo
Da Vinci and Galileo Museums. Florence is alive with contemporary
culture too, with a feast of modern music and cuisine, as well as the
Gallery of Modern Art.the front. Have the concierge arrange a roundtrip
shuttle to the Mall, where you’ll find some of the region’s best high-end
outlets, including Gucci, Armani, Fendi, and Valentino.

No. 7 Palazzo Avino, Ravello

From the gym to the underwater window in the heated pool,
sea views abound at this ornate 12th-century palazzo along the
Amalfi Coast (formerly known as Palazzo Sasso). Guestrooms
are layered in 17th- through 19th-century antiques, Vietri tile
floors, and Frette and Bulgari appointments. Chef Michele
Deleo’s Italian cuisine has garnered a Michelin star for
Rossellinis Restaurant (open April–October).
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