Soaring to new heights
PH Richard Smith MBE FRAeS, is Director General of Civil Aviation at the Civil Aviation Authority
of the Cayman Islands

T

he Cayman Islands Aircraft Registry (‘the Registry’) is the registry of choice for many owners and
management companies with corporate aircraft, as it maintains a reputation of providing a safe,
stable and credible flag for the operation of aircraft. The standards to register are rigid but this
has led to the register being highly respected and recognised throughout the aviation industry
internationally. CI registered aircraft are operated globally and based in countries throughout Europe,
Middle East, South America, Asia, and North America.
The Civil Aviation Authority of the Cayman Islands (CAACI) is responsible for the regulation of aviation
throughout the Cayman Islands and for aircraft on the Registry. The CAACI’s regulatory requirements are
based on the UK’s Overseas Territories Aviation Requirements (OTARs), which are in full compliance with the
standards and recommended practices of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO). The CAACI
also works in close partnership with specialised legal and financial firms and entities within the Cayman
Islands Government to ensure that aircraft registrants have the most comprehensive counsel on every
aspect of applicable law, finance, tax and insurance.
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The CAACI is also cognizant of the importance of ‘Know Your Client (KYC)’ for ensuring internationally
accepted standards are observed for financing aircraft acquisition and operation. In this regard, the CAACI
employs due diligence requirements of the highest standard and provides the necessary assurances to
banks and financing institutions to allay concerns regarding the security of their asset. The Cayman Islands
recognizes the security and priority of the Cape Town Convention and alternatively, provides security for
the financing of aircraft through the Cayman Islands Mortgaging of Aircraft Regulations.
In an effort to remain on the innovative forefront in providing exceptional service to aircraft operators, licenced
personnel and maintenance organisations , the CAACI has developed an electronic data management
system, VP-C Online, that provides a secure way to manage the registration, licensing and certification
processes electronically. The system has received many accolades from users for its user-friendliness and
24-7-365 convenience. All applications and approvals for an aircraft are processed and produced through
this web-based portal including registration applications, initial and renewal airworthiness and flight
operations certificates and authorizations.
Once an aircraft applicant is accepted as eligible to be entered onto the registry, the aircraft’s database
is opened up on VP-C Online for the submission of the remaining aircraft documents to complete the
registration of the aircraft and airworthiness survey request. Highly qualified CAACI inspectors and surveyors
will then conduct inspection of the aircraft at the home base or the designated maintenance facility for
ease and convenience of the client, ensuring the needs and time demands of the client are met as far as
possible. The registration process normally takes four to six weeks; however, this process can be shorter
depending on how quickly required documents are submitted and the availability of an inspector for the
initial inspection. All aircraft on the register are inspected annually to ensure ongoing compliance with the
regulatory safety requirements.
The Cayman Islands Aircraft Registry ensures rigid standards are observed in the registration and the
operation of all aircraft on the register, which is essential for continued success and steady growth as a
reputable register. ■

For more information on The Cayman Islands Aircraft Register, please visit www.caacayman.com
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